Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europ6en des brevets 





© Publication number: 0 529 901 A1 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



© Application number : 92307496.7 
(§) Date of filing : 14.08.92 



© int. ci. 6 : H05B 41/29, H02M 7/538, 
H03F 3/217 



© Priority : 16.08.91 US 745653 

© Date of publication of application : 
03.03.93 Bulletin 93/09 



© Designated Contracting States : 
DE FR GB IT NL 

© Applicant : GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
1 River Road 

Schenectady, NY 12345 (US) 



© Inventor: El-Hamamsy, Sayed-Amr 
2120 Van Rensselaer Drive 
Schenectady, New York 12308 (US) 

© Representative : Pratt, Richard Wilson et al 
London Patent Operation G.E. Technical 
Services Co. Inc. Essex House 12/13 Essex 
Street 

London WC2R 3AA (GB) 



© Dual feedback control for a high-efficiency class-D power amplifier circuit 

© A dual feedback control system for a Class-D 
power circuit maximizes efficiency by control- 
ling the magnitude and phase angle of the 
resonant load circuit using two separate feed- 
back loops. The first feedback loop 40 changes 
the value of a first variable capacitor in res- 
ponse to difference in magnitude between the 
actual load impedance and the desired load 
impedance. The second feedback loop 30 
changes the value of a second variable capaci- 
tor in response to the phase difference between 
the actual phase angle and the desired phase 
angle. In this way, the real and imaginary com- 
ponents of the load impedance are controlled 
so that the Class-D circuit is in tune , and hence 
efficiency is maximized, over a wide range of 
load impedances. The dual feedback control of 
the present invention may be advantageously 
employed in the ballast of an electrodeless HID 
lamp system. 
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Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to Class- 
D power amplifier circuits and, more particularly, to a 
feedback control system having two feedback loops 
for respectively adjusting the phase and.magnitude of 
the load impedance to maximize efficiency. 

Background of the Invention 

Resonant circuits, such as CI ass- D power ampli- 
fiers, are typically controlled by varying the operating 
frequency in the feedback system. In some cases, the 
circuit is made to lock into the resonant mode of the 
load circuit. In other cases, such as zero-voltage 
switching quasi-resonant converters, there is a fixed 
on-time for the active devices, and the devices are 
turned off when a predetermined condition is detect- 
ed, e.g., when the device voltage crosses zero. For 
some Ciass-D systems, however, the range of fre- 
quency variation is limited, thus reducing its effective- 
ness as a control variable. For example, in a high in- 
tensity discharge lamp (HID) system, which typically 
includes a Class-D ballast, the operating frequency is 
in the Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) bands 
of the electromagnetic spectrum wherein moderate 
amounts of electromagnetic radiation are permissi- 
ble, since such radiation is generally emitted by an 
electrodeless HID lamp. Suitable operating frequen- 
cies for an HID lamp ballast are in the range from 0.1 
to 30 MHz, exemplary operating frequencies being 
the ISM bands at 6.78, 1 3.56 and 27.1 2 M Hz. The ISM 
bands are very narrow, and radiation outside these 
bands is strictly controlled. Hence, the range of fre- 
quency variation in an HID lamp system is limited. As 
a result, frequency is not a suitable feedback control 
variable in a Class-D HID lamp system. 

In an HID lamp, a medium to high pressure ioniz- 
able gas, such as mercury or sodium vapor, emits visi- 
ble radiation upon excitation typically caused by pas- 
sage of current through the gas. One class of HID 
lamps comprises electrodeless lamps which generate 
an arc discharge by generating a solenoidal electric 
field in a high-pressure gaseous lamp fill. In particu- 
lar, the lamp fill, or discharge plasma, is excited by ra- 
dio frequency (RF) current in an excitation coil sur- 
rounding an arc tube. The arc tube and excitation coil 
assembly acts essentially as a transformer which 
couples RF energy to the plasma. That is, the excita- 
tion coil acts as a primary coil, and the plasma func- 
tions as a single-turn secondary. RF current in the 
excitation coil produces a time-varying magnetic 
field, in turn creating an electric field in the plasma 
which closes completely upon itself, i.e., a solenoidal 
electric field. Current flows as a result of this electric 
field, resulting in a toroidal arc discharge in the arc 
tube. 

As mentioned hereinabove, a suitable ballast for 



an electrodeless HID lamp comprises a Class-D pow- 
er amplifier. Operation of such a ballast at the series 
resonant frequency of the load circuit maximizes pow- 
er output. However, operation at a frequency slightly 
5 higher than the series resonant frequency of the load 
circuit maximizes ballast efficiency. Hence, for maxi- 
mum efficiency, operation is slightly "ofP resonance, 
and a specific ballast load resistance and phase an- 
gle are required. To this end, the impedance of the 

10 ballast load, including that of the arc discharge as re- 
flected into the ballast load, must be matched to the 
required ballast load resistance and phase angle. As 
described in commonly assigned, copending U.S. pa- 
tent 5,047,692 of J.C. Borowiec and S.A. El-Hamam- 

15 sy, serial no. 472,144, filed January 30, 1990, now al- 
lowed, which is incorporated by reference herein, a 
capacitance connected in parallel with the excitation 
coil is needed to match the resistive component of the 
ballast load impedance, and a capacitance connected 

20 in series with the excitation coil is needed to obtain 
the proper phase angle. However, although the ser- 
ies and parallel tuning capacitances provide a match- 
ed impedance under lamp-operating, or running, con- 
ditions, the output impedance of the ballast load cir- 

25 cuit is different under starting conditions. Further- 
more, in order to ensure that enough power is provid- 
ed to start the lamp, the ballast should be tuned under 
starting conditions. Thereafter, i.e. after the lamp has 
started, the ballast must be tuned under running con- 

30 ditions for maximum efficiency operation. An auto- 
matically variable capacitor for maintaining an elec- 
trodeless HID lamp ballast in tune under both starting 
and running conditions is described in commonly as- 
signed U.S. patent 5,075,600 of S.A. El-Hamamsy 

35 and J.C. Borowiec, serial no. 534,574, filed Decem- 
ber 5, 1989, which application is incorporated by ref- 
erence herein. As described in the El-Hamamsy et al. 
patent application, serial no. 534,574, a piezoelectric 
actuator is used to vary the distance between the 

40 conductive plates of a variable capacitor by moving a 
movable plate with respect to a fixed plate in re- 
sponse to a control signal. 

A closed-loop control system for a Class-D power 
circuit having a variable output resonant circuit impe- 

45 dance, such as the HID lamp system described here- 
inabove, is described in commonly assigned, copend- 
ing U.S. patent 5,063,332 of 
S.A. El-Hamamsy and J.C. Borowiec, filed December 
21, 1990, which is incorporated by reference herein. 

so U.S. patent application no. 631 ,836 describes a feed- 
back control system for controlling the phase angle 
between the resonant load voltage and current to 
achieve high efficiency over a range of load impe- 
dances. For some applications, however, it is desir- 

55 able to operate over an even wider range of load im- 
pedances. For example, it may be desirable to use the 
same Class-D type ballast to operate a variety of 
lamps at high efficiency. 
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Accordingly, it is an object of the present inven- : 
tion to provide a new and improved closed-loop con- 
trol system operating at high efficiency over a very 
wide range of load impedances. 

Summary of the Invention 

A dual feedback control system for a Class-D 
power circuit maximizes efficiency by controlling the 
magnitude and phase angle of the resonant load cir- 
cuit using two separate feedback loops. In a preferred 
embodiment, the first feedback loop changes the val- 
ue of a first variable capacitor in response to differ- 
ence in magnitude between the actual load impe- 
dance and the desired load impedance. The second 
feedback loop changes the value of a second variable 
capacitor in response to the phase difference be- 
tween the actual phase angle and the desired phase 
angle. In this way, the real and imaginary compo- 
nents of the load impedance are controlled so that the 
Class-D circuit is in tune, and hence efficiency is 
maximized, over a wide range of load impedances. 
The dual feedback control of the present invention 
may be advantageously employed in the ballast of an 
electrodeless HID lamp system. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The features and advantages of the present in- 
vention will become apparent from the following de- 
tailed description of the invention when read with the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic illustration of a Class-D 

HID lamp ballast; 

Figure 2 is a schematic illustration of the dual 
feedback control system of the present invention; 
Figure 3 is a schematic illustration of a preferred 
implementation of the phase control feedback 
loop of the present invention; and 
Figure 4 is a schematic illustration of a preferred 
implementation of the amplitude control feed- 
back loop of the present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

Figure 1 illustrates an exemplary Class-D power 
amplifier circuit which may be suitably controlled us- 
ing the dual feedback system of the present inven- 
tion. In particular, by way of example, the Class-D 
system of Figure 1 is shown as comprising an electro- 
deless HID lamp 10 and associated Class-D ballast 
12. It is to be understood, however, that the principles 
of the present invention apply equally to any Class-D 
power amplifier circuit; the Class-D HID lamp system 
is shown and described by way of example only. 

As shown in Figure 1, HID lamp 10 includes an 
arc tube 14 formed of a high-temperature glass, such 
as fused quartz, or an optically transparent ceramic, 



such as polycrystalline alumina. Arc tube 1 4 contains 
a fill which may comprise at least one metal halide, 
such as sodium iodide, and a buffer gas, such as xe- 
non. Electrical power is applied to the HID lamp by an 

5 excitation coil 16 disposed about arc tube 14 which is 
- drivenby an RF signal via a ballast driver 18 and bal- 
last 12. (For clarity of illustration, coil 16 is not shown 
in its operational position about arc tube 14.) A suit- 
able excitation coil 16 may comprise, for example, a 

10 two-turn coil having a configuration such as that de- 
scribed in commonly assigned, copending U.S. pa- 
tent 5,039,903 of G.A. Farrall, serial no.493,266, filed 
March 14,1990, now allowed, which patent applica- 
tion is incorporated by reference herein. Such a coil 

15 configuration results in very high efficiency and caus- 
es only minimal blockage of light from the lamp. The 
overall shape of the excitation coil of the Farrall ap- 
plication is generally that of a surface formed by ro- 
tating a bilaterally symmetrical trapezoid about a coil 

20 center line situated in the same plane as the trape- 
zoid, but which line does not intersect the trapezoid. 
However, another suitable coil configuration is de- 
scribed in commonly assigned U.S. Pat. No. 
4,812,702 of J.M. Anderson, issued March 14, 1989, 

25 which patent is incorporated by reference herein. In 
particular, the Anderson patent describes a coil hav- 
ing six turns which are arranged to have a substan- 
tially V-shaped cross section on each side of a coil 
center line. Still another suitable excitation coil may 

30 be of solenoidal shape, for example. 

In operation, RF current in coil 16 results in a 
time-varying magnetic field which produces within 
arc tube 14 an electric field that completely closes 
upon itself. Current flows through the fill within arc 

35 tube 1 4 as a result of this solenoidal electric field, pro- 
ducing a toroidal arc discharge 20 in arc tube 14. The 
operation of an exemplary HID lamp is described in 
commonly assigned Dakin U.S. Pat. No. 4,783,615, 
issued on November 8, 1 988, which patent is incorpo- 

40 rated by reference herein. 

As shown in Figure 1, ballast 12 comprises a 
Class-D power amplifier including two switching de- 
vices Q, and Q 2 connected in series with a dc power 
supply V DD in a half-bridge configuration. Switching 

45 devices Q y and Q 2 are illustrated as MOSFET's, but 
other types of switching devices having capacitive 
gates may be used, such as insulated gate bipolar 
transistors (IGBTs) or MOS-controlled thyristors 
(MCTs). Switching devices Q y and Q 2 are coupled to 

50 ballast driver 18 via input isolation transformers 22 
and 24, respectively. In operation, the switching de- 
vices are driven alternately between cutoff and satur- 
ation such that one is conducting while the other one 
is turned off and vice versa. Hence, the Class-D bal- 

55 last may be conveniently driven by a square wave sig- 
nal. Alternatively, ballast driver 18 may comprise 
means for generating two out-of-phase sinusoidal 
signals, as described in commonly assigned U.S. Pat. 
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No. 5,023,566 of S.A El-Hamamsy and G. Jernakof f, 
issued June 11, 1991, which patent is incorporated by 
reference herein. 

As in any Class-D circuit, a resonant load network 
is connected to the half-bridge at the junction be- 5 
tween switching devices Q, and Q 2 . Such a resonant 
load network may comprise a series, parallel or ser- 
ies/parallel resonant circuit, depending on the appli- 
cation. 

In the HID lamp system illustrated in Figure 1 , the 1 o 
resonant load network includes a series capacitor Cs 
which is employed both for resonant circuit tuning and 
blocking dc voltage. Capacitor C 8 is connected in ser- 
ies with the parallel combination of the excitation coil 
1 6 of HID lamp 1 0 and a parallel tuning capacitor C p . 15 
The parallel combination of capacitor C p and coil 16 
functions as an impedance transformer to reflect the 
impedance of the arc discharge 20 into the ballast 
load. 

As described in the Borowiec et at. U.S. patent 20 
5,047,692, serial no. 472,144, cited hereinabove, ca- 
pacitors C s and C p are chosen to ensure impedance 
matching for maximum efficiency. That is, these ca- 
pacitors are chosen to ensure that the ballast load is 
designed for optimum values of resistance and phase 25 
angle. As described hereinabove, the excitation coil 
of the HID lamp acts as the primary of a loosely-cou- 
pled transformer, while the arc discharge acts as both 
a single-turn secondary and secondary load. The im- 
pedance of the arc discharge is reflected to the pri- do 
mary, or excitation coil, side of this loosely-coupled 
transformer. To match the ballast load impedance for 
maximum efficiency, the parallel capacitor operates 
with the excitation coil to match the proper resistive 
load value, and the series capacitor acts with the 35 
combination of the excitation coil and parallel capac- 
itor to yield the required phase angle. 

Figure 2 illustrates a dual feedback system ac- 
cording to the present invention for controlling both 
the load amplitude and phase angle via phase control 40 
feedback loop 30 and amplitude control feedback loop 
40, respectively, to maximize efficiency over a wide 
range of load voltages. In figure 2, Lc represents the 
inductance and Rc represents the resistance of coil 
16; L a represents the inductance and R a represents 45 
the resistance of the arc discharge; and k is the cou- 
pling coefficient between the coil and the arc dis- 
charge. In accordance with the present invention, the 
resonant circuit must have a variable impedance, e.g. 
by including a variable capacitance, a variable indue- 50 
tance, or a combination thereof. A suitable variable in- 
ductance may comprise, for example, a saturable 
core inductor of a type well-known in the art On the 
other hand, a suitable variable capacitor may be of a 
type described in the Borowiec et al. U.S. patent 55 
5,047,692, serial no. 472,144, cited hereinabove. In 
particular, the variable capacitor of the Borowiec et 
al. patent application comprises a fixed conductive 



plate and a substantially parallel, movable conductive 
plate with a dielectric disposed therebetween. Piezo- 
electric actuating means is used to vary the distance 
between the conductive plates by moving the mov- 
able plate with respect to the fixed plate. As a result, 
capacitance changes in inverse proportion to the dis- 
tance moved. A control signal is provided to activate 
the piezoelectric actuating means to move the mov- 
able conductive plate. The control signal may provide 
either discrete control for movement of the movable 
conductive plate between a discrete number of prede- 
termined operating positions, or it may provide con- 
tinuous control for movement over a range of posi- 
tions. Another suitable type of variable capacitor is a 
liquid crystal variable capacitor, such as that descri- 
bed in commonly assigned, copending U.S. patent 
5,084,801, of S.A. El-Hamam- 

sy and CP. Yakymyshyn. filed February 19, 1991, 
which is incorporated by reference herein. 

The phase control feedback loop 30 controls the 
value of variable series capacitor C 8 in order to opti- 
mize the phase angle of the resonant load, thereby 
maximizing efficiency. In particular, the impedance 
Z,n of the Class-D resonant load circuit can be repre- 
sented as: 

3L * io>L' 



Z lfl =" 



(1-^)2)2 (1-(^)2)2 
C0 o G> 0 



j0)C 8 , 



where o> is the frequency of operation ;oo 0 = 



1 



is 



the resonant frequency of the parallel resonant cir- 
cuit; andZ' = R' + jcoL' is the impedance of the coil 
and the reflected arc load as follows: 



Z'= Rc + k 2 G> 2 L c La 



R 2 a + X 2 a 
Re 



+ j (oLc - k 2 © 2 



3 R 2 a + XV 

where k is the coupling coefficient between the coil 
and the arc discharge, and X* = o>La. From the above 
equation for impedance Z| n , it is apparent that the val- 
ue of series capacitor Cs only affects the imaginary 
part of the load impedance. Hence, the phase angle 
of the load may be varied by varying the value of ca- 
pacitor Cs, as described in U.S patent application no. 
631,836, cited hereinabove. 

A suitable phase control feedback loop is descri- 
bed in U.S. patent 5,063,332, 
cited hereinabove and illustrated in Figure 3. The vol- 
tage v c is sensed by a voltage sensor (not shown), and 
the current i L is sensed by a current sensor 32 (Figure 
2). A suitable voltage sensor may comprise, for exam- 
ple, a voltage dividing network of resistors or capac- 
itors. A suitable current sensor may comprise, for ex- 
ample, a Hall-effect sensor or a current viewing resis- 
tor, such as that described in commonly assigned, co- 
pending U.S. patent application no. 632,213 of S.A. 
El-Hamamsy, filed December 21, 1990, which is in- 
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corporated by reference herein. As shown in Figure 3, 
the sensed voltage and current are provided as input 
signals to a phase detector circuit 34 for determining 
the phase angle <J> therebetween. The output signal 
from phase detector 34 comprises a voltage V$ pro- 
portional to t he measured phase angle The voltage 
V4 is compared in an error amplifier 36 to a reference 
voltage V r6f1 , and the resulting error signal V a1 is sup- 
plied as the input to a control circuit 38 for continuous- 
ly tuning the variable capacitor C s during all operating 
conditions. 

In accordance with the present invention, a sec- 
ond feedback loop, i.e. the amplitude feedback con- 
trol loop 40, is added to optimize the magnitude of the 
resonant load for maximum efficiency. In particular, 
the impedance 2 1 of the parallel LC circuit, including 
the reflected arc impedance, may be represented as: 

From the equation for impedance Z 1f it is thus appa- 
rent that the value of the parallel capacitor C p affects 
both the real and imaginary components of the load. 
Therefore, to control the magnitude of the load, the 
amplitude feedback loop 40 controls the value of the 
parallel capacitor C p . 

A preferred implementation of the amplitude 
feedback loop 40 is illustrated in Figure 4. The current 
i L is rectified by rectifier 42 and filtered by filter capac- 
itor C f to yield a dc voltage V, L that is proportional to 
the load current i L . The voltage Vj L is compared to a 
reference voltage V fet2 in comparator 44. The result- 
ing error voltage V e2 is provided to a control circuit 46 
for controlling the variable parallel capacitor C p . For 
example, for a piezoelectric variable capacitor of the 
type described in U.S. patent 5,063,332, 

cited hereinabove, a suitable control circuit 
comprises a pulse width modulation (PWM) circuit. A 
suitable PWM circuit is a type UC3525A manufac- 
tured by Unitrode Integrated Circuits Corporation. 

In operation, as the parallel capacitor C p is varied 
by the amplitude feedback loop to match a particular 
load amplitude, the series capacitor is varied by the 
phase control feedback loop to match the particular 
phase angle. However, by changing the value of the 
series capacitor C a , the magnitude of the load is af- 
fected somewhat, so that the parallel capacitor C p 
must again be adjusted. Hence, by a process of suc- 
cessive approximations, the optimal load impedance 
may be achieved. For an HID lamp ballast, for exam- 
ple, as long as the operating frequency remains in the 
region above the series resonant frequency and be- 
low the parallel resonant frequency, variations in the 
phase angle and amplitude will converge to the opti- 
mal load as long as the extent of variation of capaci- 
tors C s and C p is limited. 

While the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention have been shown and described herein, it 



will be obvious that such embodiments are provided 
by way of example only. Numerous variations, 
changes and substitutions will occur to those of skill 
in the art without departing from the invention herein. 

5 

Claims 

1. A dual feedback control system for a Class-D 
10 power amplifier circuit including a resonant circuit 

having a variable impedance, comprising: 

a phase control feedback loop, including 
phase detecting means for detecting the phase 
angle between the resonant circuit voltage and 

15 resonant circuit current, said phase control feed- 

back loop varying the phase angle of the reso- 
nant circuit current to tune said resonant circuit 
under different load conditions; and 

an amplitude control feedback loop, in- 

20 eluding amplitude comparator means for compar- 

ing the amplitude of the resonant circuit impe- 
dance with a reference amplitude, said amplitude 
control feedback loop varying the amplitude of 
the resonant circuit current to tune said resonant 

25 circuit under different load conditions. 

2. The dual feedback control system of claim 1 
wherein: 

said resonant circuit comprises an induc- 
30 tance, a first variable capacitor coupled in parallel 

with said inductance, and a second variable ca- 
pacitor coupled in series with the parallel combin- 
ation of said inductance and said first variable ca- 
pacitor; 

35 said amplitude control feedback loop va- 

ries the capacitance of said first variable capaci- 
tor; and 

said phase control feedback loop varies 
the capacitance of said second variable capaci- 
40 tor. 

3. The dual feedback control system of claim 2 
wherein said first and second variable capacitors 
each comprise piezoelectric actuating means for 

45 varying the capacitance thereof. 

4. The dual feedback control system of claim 2 
wherein said first and second variable capacitors 
each comprise liquid crystal variable capacitors. 

so 

5. A ballast for a high intensity discharge lamp of the 
type having an excitation coil situated about an 
arc tube for exciting an arc discharge in an ioniz- 
able fill contained in said arc tube, comprising: 

55 a Class-D power amplifier including two 

switching devices coupled in series in a half- 
bridge configuration and having an output reso- 
nant circuit coupled at the junction between said 
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two switching devices; 

a phase control feedback loop, including 
phase detecting means for detecting the phase 
angle between the resonant circuit voltage and 
resonant circuit current, said phase control feed- s 
back loop varying the phase angle of the reso- 
nant circuit current to tune said resonant circuit 
under different load conditions; and 

an amplitude control feedback loop , in- 
cluding amplitude comparator means for compar- 10 
ing the amplitude of the resonant circuit impe- 
dance with a reference amplitude, said amplitude 
control feedback loop varying the amplitude of 
the resonant circuit current to tune said resonant 
circuit under different load conditions. 15 

The ballast of claim 5 wherein: 

said output resonant circuit includes the 
inductance of said excitation coil coupled in par- 
allel with a first variable capacitance, the parallel 20 
combination of said inductance and said first va- 
riable capacitance being coupled in series with a 
variable capacitance; 

said amplitude control feedback loop va- 
ries the capacitance of said first variable capaci- 25 
tance; and 

said phase control feedback loop varies 
the capacitance of said second variable capaci- 
tance. 



7. The ballast of claim 6 wherein said first and sec- 
ond variable capacitors each comprise piezoelec- 
tric actuating means for varying the capacitance 
thereof. 

8. The ballast of claim 6 wherein said first and sec- 
ond variable capacitors each comprise liquid 
crystal variable capacitors. 
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